How to Use the Materials on this Page
The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative is supporting ash seed collection for genetic conservation of ash in the Great Lakes watershed as a part of the overall efforts to conserve and restore the Great Lakes.  This work is in concert with the overall effort of the Forest Service and others to conserve ash genetic resources being lost to the emerald ash borer (www.emeraldashborer.info/)  (www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/eab). 
The complete plan for ash conservation is found on the previous “Ash” page.  There you will also find the seed collection data sheet, a power point on making collections and completing the data sheet, a video and pdf file on collecting seeds in natural areas where the techniques are more involved because of the height of the trees frequently found there.  All collection instructions found in these documents should be followed.  Specific instructions for the Great Lakes Initiative are in the next paragraph.
On this page you find an Excel spreadsheet of geographic coordinates for collection sites within the Great Lakes basin and maps of these sites.  Each collection site is a starting point from which to locate a mother tree.  It will not be surprising if a coordinate is actually in the water, on a paved surface or some other area where an ash tree does not grow.  Move out from the marked locations in any direction suitable to find the seed bearing tree.  Make a reasonable effort to find a tree within one mile of the marked site, and stay at least one mile from any other collection site.  These sites are a minimum number of desired seed trees and more can be collected if possible.  These sites can be used for all species of ash in your area.  The species range maps (http://esp.cr.usgs.gov/data/atlas/little/) can help you identify which species are in your area, but you may find locations for a species not covered by the range maps.  An example of this is pumpkin ash which is found across northern Ohio and far northwestern Pennsylvania in isolated populations, but is not indicated present there on the range maps.  Finally, record the actual coordinates or location description of the mother tree when completing the seed collection data sheet.  Do not use the coordinates on the list provided unless a tree is actually growing at those same coordinates.  If you need assistance in planning a proposed collection or in using these coordinates, please contact Bob Karrfalt at 404=275-5398 or rkarrfalt@fs.fed.us. 

